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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, March 8, 2022 

7:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan, 

Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade (remotely), and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 

 

A moment of silence was observed in honor of John Teiiegens who owned JT Bus Lines which 

served the public schools for 55 years, and Elizabeth Scarapetto who was a teacher’s aide. 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President spoke about the Council with hopes that the 

Council will return to civil discourse. The President then called for approval of the minutes for 

the meetings of February 16, 2022 and February 22, 2022. On the motion of Councilor Harpin, 

seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, the minutes were approved.  

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors.  

 

Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, spoke about Paper 11,790-4. Mr. Cardamino 

inquired how residents will know which firefighters hold which grades. Additionally, he 

inquired about the possibility of firefighters receiving 3 increases annually. 

 

11,986  Communication from Councilor Lamb to request a joint review of the concept of 

artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic Commission and Public Arts 

Commission. 

 

The President asked for an update from the Traffic Commission and Public Arts Commission 

 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that there was no update from the Public Arts Commission. 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that there was no update from the Traffic Commission.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of April 12, 2022.  
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12,051  Communication from Councilor Shade requesting City Ordinance Chapter 14, 

Section 14.2 Curfew be repealed. 

 

The President asked for an update from Public Safety. 

 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that he plans on adding this to the next agenda, tentatively 

scheduled for Wednesday, March 16, 2022.  

 

Councilor Bona inquired if a report was already given. 

 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that this was previously discussed and there was no conclusion.  

 

Councilor Bona also inquired about whether or not a solicitor’s opinion was requested.  

 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that is correct, it has not been done yet, and it is with the Mayor’s 

office.  

 

President Blackmer asked Councilor Shade if she wished to add any comment.  

 

Councilor Shade had no comment at this time. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of April 12, 2022. 

 

12,082 Communication submitted by Councilor Bona requesting time for Mary Scanlon 

to speak about the Fair Share Amendment. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of March 22, 2022.  

 

11,790-4 Mayor’s communication #43 presenting an Ordinance amending the FY22 

Classification and Compensation Plan, Part IV- Fire Scale. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

Mayor Macksey mentioned that the contract has been settled with the fire union for a 1.5% 

increase for FY2022, 1.5% for FY2023, and 2% FY2024.  

 

11,790-4 An Ordinance amending FY2022 Classification and Compensation Plan, Chapter 

2, Section 2-28(a) of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams, 

Schedule B, Part IV- Fire Scale. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to pass to a second reading and publish as required by law.  

 

12,095 Communication submitted by President Blackmer to discuss a committee 

resignation and appointment to said committee. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 
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The President mentioned that Councilor Barbeau has resigned from the Public Services 

Committee. The President appointed Councilor Wilkinson to the open seat.  

 

The President also mentioned that Councilor Oleskiewicz reached out to Councilor Barbeau 

asking her to rescind her resignation, to no avail. The President continued to say that most of the 

work before this Council is done on the sub-committees and we must keep up on the work on 

our committees. The President thanked Councilor Wilkinson for his willingness to fill the open 

seat.  

 

12,096 Communication submitted my President Blackmer to appoint additional liaison 

assignments. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection.  

 

The President made the following appointments: 

 

o MCLA- Councilor Harpin 

o 1Berkshire- Councilor Obasohan 

o North Adams Chamber of Commerce- Councilor Sapienza 

o Northern Berkshire Community Coalition- Councilor Oleskiewicz 

o Northern Berkshire Regional Emergency Planning Committee- Councilor Blackmer 

o North Adams Board of Health- Councilor Wilkinson 

 

 

12,097 Mayor’s communication #44 reappointing Sara Russell-Scholl to the Library 

Board of Trustees for a term to expire January 2, 2025. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to approve the appointment. 

 

The President called for Open Forum.  

 

Robert Smith, 162 North Street, noted that citizens of North Adams are entitled to accurate 

information presented on the Councilor floor. He mentioned that the citizens need to know 

whether information is factual or made up. 

 

Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, suggested that in addition the intersection by 

Walmart, the intersection of Union Street and Beaver Street be reviewed for safety.  

 

Keith O’Kelly, inquired about Houghton Street and what the city plans to do regarding the road. 

 

 

The President called for Mayor’s Updates. 

 

Mayor Macksey mentioned that on March 9, 2022, the second Mohawk Theatre Focus Group 

session will be held.  

 

Additionally, the Board of Health will be meeting March 9, 2022 regarding masking.  

 

The School Committee will be meeting Thursday, March 10, 2022 to discuss masking. 
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Mayor Macksey asked if any Councilor have any questions for her. 

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that a resident reached out regarding the intersection of Union 

Street and Beaver Street. She also mentioned it does not seem like the light works.  

 

Mayor Macksey mentioned that this concern will be looked at.  

 

Councilor Bona asked about pothole patching.  

 

Mayor Macksey that the team is doing the best that they can with pothole patching. Anyone 

who has any potholes in particular that seem to be growing, please let the city know.  

 

Mayor Macksey also mentioned that the City has applied for a safety grant in the amount of 

roughly $35,000. It has not been awarded as of yet. 

 

The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes.  

 

Hearing None. 

 

The President called for Liaison Updates and Councilor Concerns.  

 

President Blackmer mentioned that the MMA Councilors association dinner. The dinner is in 

Waltham, MA. There will be a speaking discussing polling. Any interested Councilors are still 

able to register. 

 

Seeing no correspondence, on the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor 

Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to adjourn at 7:58 pm. 

 

 

A True Record 

Attest,    \Marcus J. Lyon 

                                                  City Clerk 

 

 

 


